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25X1  There follows the trenslation of a leaflet mailed by the Confederation
of Latin American Workers (CTAL) from Mexico to Venezuela.

WCONFEDERATION OF IATIN AMFRICAN WORKERS (CTAL)
Appeal of 1 May 1953

Workerss

The Fourth Congress of the CTAL appeals to the laborers, employees, and
farmers of the Continent to make 1 May 1953 a day for a new and combative
struggle for trade-union unity, for the defense of seconomic and social
gains, for democratic liberties, snd for peace and national independence.

This 1 May, the internationsal date ofthe great demonstrations of the
world proletariat, finds the workers of Latin America fighting determinedly
against the bestlal offensive of the Wall Street warmongers.

The imperislists, in line with their preparations for a third world
war, which they hope to unle ash in order to avoid the economic crisis which
is now facing them, have at their service, in the majority of ccuntries on
the Continent, governments which respond to their ecriminsl intentions.

The policies of those governments daily show submission to the war-
like plans of the imperislists; this explains the digning of mlilitary
““treaties, commertpal treaties ruinous for our countries, the issuance of
repressive laws, and the violation of labor-union and ‘democratic rights.’
At the same time, these governmenrts give no thought t6 the rise in taxes,
to the systematic rise in the cost of living, reduction of salaries and
wages, to unemployment, to the destruction of national industries, to the
ruin of thg farmer. This policy strikes hard at the cilty worker, the farmer,
and d.1 the productive groups of Latin Arerica,
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Nevertheless, despite the efforts of the imperialists and their
national lackeys to convert our countries into colonies supplying
strategic raw materials, military bases; and cannon fodder, the
Fourth Congress of our powerful CTAL shows that +throughout the
Continent there is growing a spirit of unity and .combativeness on
-the part of the workers, who are daily becdéming more united in their
action to obtain better standards of living and working conditions.

This is demonstrated by the magnificent struggle of the Guatemalan
workers, who, with their Central Unica at the fore, are determining the
application of the agrarian reform and a poliey of national liberation,
This is also shown by measures for unity being taken by the Bolivian
workers, who are leading the struggle for nationalization of their
mineral wealth and for agrarian reform, which will permit the ralsing
of the standard of living of the laboring masses of that country. It
also confirms the unifying process dsveloped by the Chilean workers, which
through unity of action, culminated in the creation of a powerful Central
Unica of workers; employees, and farmers.

Good examples of the growth of the anti-imperielist struggle are the
great strikes which have been carried out, and are being carried out, in
Brazil, Venezuela, Feru, Cuba, etc, which shake the foundation of oppressive
regimes and are succeeding, in spite of the terror, in important improve-
ments of an econcmic and social nature, which encourage the workers towards
new striggles for their national and soclal gains, Mexlco and Uruguay are
cases in which the better-organized and combative workers, supported by all
the democratic groups, are preventing the signing of humiliating and
suicidal military treaties with the United States.

WORKERS OF THE CONTINENT

The fascist-type offensive which 1s being carried out in various
countries of the American Cnntinent, which includes everything from
imprisonment to the commission of crimes against democratic axd labor
lesders, does not show strength on the part of the imperialistic
forces and those of the national reactionaries, but, on the contrary,
weakness vhen faced with the ardent uprising of the workers for increases
in salary; for the defense of liberty, democracy, and national independence
for asgrarian reform; and for the msintainance eand consolidation of paace
on the Continent end in the entire world,

COMRADES:

With this in mind, we appeal to you to commemorate this 1 May 1953 with
great mass demonstrations, having a base of unity and independence, carried
out in the various places cof work, also bearing in mind the fight for unity
of action; for the defense of better standards of living and working
conditions. These demonstrations should have the participation of all
workers, employees, and farmers, without regard to pollitical, religlous,
or reclal distinctlons, and regardless of whether or not they are affiliated
to our CTAL.

We appeal to the workers to express thelr solidarity to obtaln the
freedom of the imprisoned members of unions in different countries.

We appeal for the strengthening of trade-union unity to defend the
right to work and a better system of social security.

We appeal for intensification of the struggle and the common action
on the part of the workers, employees, and farmers, for abrogation of

repressive laws and obtelring humen liberties, democracy, and national
independence for our people. ,
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For a Great 1May of Unity of Actiond

For Bread, Peace, and Libertyd

Long live the IV Congress of the CTAL{ ‘

Long live the International Solidarit:} of Workers

Long live the World Federation of Trade Unionsé

The IV Congress of the Latin American
Federation of Trade Unions."
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